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Panizzi instigated the Trustees to secure a Parliamentary grant for
the purchase of all the publications issued by the press of the Mechi-
tarist monks of the Island of San Lazzaro near Venice^ whence had
just appeared the great dictionary of the language.

Georgian, a more secular, literature than Armenian, which is very
largely religious, is represented by six MSS., two of which were in
the Sloane Library.

In 1870 Dr. Baronian commenced a catalogue of the MSS, in
both languages, but left it incomplete.

Catalogue of Armenian Manuscripts. By F. C, Conybeare. To which, is
appended a Catalogue of Georgian Manuscripts by J. 0. Wardrop.
1913,

9. NEAR EASTERN BINDINGS
Fine Eastern bindings are not so numerous as Western, in spite
of the high repute which binders, like other book-artists, enjoyed
throughout the Moslem world under the patronage of Caliphs and
Emperors. The history of Near and Middle Asia is full of the un-
happy records of the sack of rich and cultivated cities by ignorant
or fanatical soldieries, whether Mongols, who destroyed the library
of the Abbasids at Baghdad, or Crusaders, who burned that of
Tripolis. The great library of the Moghuls, which is said, hardly
credibly, to have contained in the seventeenth century 24,000 richly
bound volumes, was dispersed and spoiled. The most fceautiful examples
which survive from the great centuries of the art of the leather-
workers of Islam are now scattered in many libraries, and it can
only be claimed that the Museum has a fair representation, especially
of those richly worked wallet-like covers from Persia.
Its most valuable Oriental bindings are not Islamic but are earlier
and from Egypt; they cover ancient Coptic books. Many such, pre-
served whole or more often in fragments, are to be seen in the Rainer
collection at Vienna, in the Morgan Library at New York, at
Berlin and elsewhere; the most ancient known is a sixtH-century
cpdex. (containing two treatises of Philo) at Paris* From the next
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